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Local students’h

real- world Skﬂls

:put to the test

dit cards, and msurance
dents were part of teams tha

.Smart.ness Competmon o

“The Coventry Oakers‘and Warwu:kj;
Veterans Hurricanes were among 12 high -
school teams entered in the competttmnf'

-_at Rhode Island College on Fnda '

competltlon for teams of: four to fwe hlgh
school students who' demonstrate con- -
sumer knowledge in the areas of personal .
finance, technology, health and safety;
the environment, and’consumer rights
and responsibilities; said Jim Hedemark,
executive dnrector of- the Rhode-IsIand

tion for personal ftnanctal literacy.

The teams first: competed onhne and_f
the, top scoring teams in the state werei

in Q}:Iand FI

.. tant Coach Donna Hutson.

- The team is made up of
“Captain Samantha Strue~
“bing, Assistant Captain

the 2007 “L]fe Smarts March ~Elizabeth Papa, ‘Michaela

“in the state c0mpet1tlon L
%The topics inthis com- "
petition are so broad, there is: reaily no
specific way. that the kids could have
.prepared,” “Woodard: told ‘the Daily 3
“Times last year. “Yon basn:alty know tt B
oryoudont.” -
Warwick Veterans ngh Scheol leamed_:. ;

'Kevm Pigeon, and DaVI

_ Nelther the Coven eam northe War~_
. wick team made it to the final round, but

Hedemark said, thelr effoi'ts were nnpres— o

SJ.VE

;" “Both teams demonstrated tremendous :
. consumer kriowledge :
state finals showingand the fact that they
~ qualified for the state competltlon,” Hede- _
“marksaid.’ :

-~ Kathy Woodard coaches the Coventry- :
"Oakers along with Assis- -

 Kelly: saId he thought the L1fe Smarts
'competltion Was a great way for hlS stu—

-dents tolearn hands on:

financial: programs that

‘their learning,” Kelly said.: “Actlvmes
-~ such as this help students. learn, not just -

ina hands ‘on-manner;:but from other |

“Alt of: these teams
‘demonstrateda -
strong knowledge
‘on these issues and

Hhode lslanci Geﬂeral Treasurer

Informatton_ about cred1t .

_. are really tmportant for
" students.to get:a grasp of

- Dion, Katelyn Palmer, and in htgh school. Parents
:MauraRyan PR -~ their Eff__()ﬁs.l_!'l the . ‘need to be aware that this
... This ‘was not Coventry . co ' it e - program is available in-
'}hghSchooI’sﬁrsttnnecom-_i_ ¢ mpetltton wer” " Warwick schools so they
_peting in'Life Smarts. Last -:-_very |mpresswe. -, “can‘encourage their stu-
“year, the team placed third v ‘. Frank Caprio- - dents to ask for the class..

'and parttqpate iiv won-

Llfe Smart s

thatfortheilrsttlmettnsyear Eventhough' - i

they practiced with online tests; the War-: v
‘wick Veterans coach said the team ‘mem-

bers did not know what to expect.:

The teamr’s coach; Gene Kelly, is. a'-_j
busmess teacher at Warwmk Veterans

Memorial High. School; His'tea
said, consists of a group of stu
enrolled in his personal finance ¢l
- Captam Javier Perez, _Assxstant

tam Lisa Ciesynski, Stepha

;v students: across the state, |

sHuatlon for us: beea
Veterans students'

““As a classroom teacher, Tam very
-~ involved with financial hteracy and'the :
-Jumpstart Program. ‘As a teacher, T, feel
~it-is important fo get’ ‘students active in |




L ST e P AR A : _.R'y'an_ onaty o QTim_a_s_
Diane Rodger of Vérizon's Telecom Pioneer group (from left), Robert lig of Herif Jones, and .-
" Marc Remillard of Sovereign Bank judged Friday's Life Smarts competition, and spoke well

of the various teams involy

Soventry’s Maura Ryan
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